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Litter input ncludes

leaves, stems, roots,
and dead animals.

Animals Iving in the
soll break the litter
8 into progressively

Small organic compounds and

inofganic nutrents are released :

into the soil solution, from which smaller r‘asi;tns‘-ems.
they can be taken up by plants increasing

and microorganisms. Soluble 2 surface area.

A
nutrients

Bacteria and fungi release enzymes
that act on the exposed surfaces

of the fragments to convert organic
macromolecules into soluble nutrients.

ECOLOGY 2e, Figure 21.6
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